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All eight volumes of Newman's sermons are brought together in this one beautifully printed and

bound volume. Newman's sermons are as powerful, fresh and challenging today as when he first

gave them. The topics he covers are ones central to Christianity and salvation. Newman once again

demonstrates his tremendous understanding of human psychology and the temptations and trials

that we encounter as Christians in the world. 191 sermons in total. A magnificent work of timeless

inspiration and illumination for every generation of Christian readers.
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Newman is a master with English prose, craftily writing each sentence, paragraph, page, and

chapter thoughtfully and eloquently. As a master of prose, if, for no other reason, he deserves wide

readership.But, alas, Newman is first and foremost a theologian. Now this may cast aspersions on

him to a larger audience, but at considerable distress to all concerned. He wrote as both an

Anglican and a Roman Catholic (most of these sermons were written while he was a priest in the

Church of England). Most of the sermons were delivered while he served as priest at Oxford. There

he had a demanding audience, who wouldn't sit still for such simple ejaculations, such as, "the Bible

says so."Newman revered Holy Scripture, but he saw it through a prism of manifold colors and

applications. It was above all else a book of spiritual perfection, dense and more complex than often

acknowledged, and he set forth to elucidate many passages with his incisive prose. Some of these

sermons address the Christian liturgical year; others address some spiritual issue of the day or of

perennial value. But in any event, his use of scripture is devoutly and reverential, even a tad



dogmatic, but never in the evangelical sense. For Newman, the Word was a catalyst to

self-discovery and illumination, not some sword to cut believer from infidel.This book is large, and

fortunately will take a good deal of time to read. Each sermon is about four pages, which makes for

relatively-short meditations upon ideas catholic and universal. While Scripture forms his benchmark,

his methodology is atypically in the English Empiricist school. He doesn't pontificate as though an

authority, but examines like a scientist; he's heuristic, and we share in his discoveries.
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